Living related liver transplantation. Progress or regress?
The impetus for the development of living related liver programmes lies with donor shortage, which relates inversely to the success of generating cadaveric donors. A shrinking or non-existent cadaveric donor pool leads to an increased death rate among potential recipients awaiting transplantation. The living related liver programmes have by and large been successful, though it is accepted that there is potentially a significant risk to the donors. The technique of live donor liver transplantation is clearly here to stay, but the selection of suitable donors is between the family and the unit. Consequently, because of the lack of international guidelines, the programmes are open to abuse. Steps should be taken to establish either mechanisms of control or a worldwide register to combat this potential.